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Language : Simple past, present perfect or present perfect progressive? 

Subject: Drug abuse 

 

 

 A-beginner. VOCABULARY. Match the 5 words to their correct 
definition. 

 overdose  1. ignore or not care for properly 

recognise  2. take too much 

peer pressure  3. treat using medicine or drug 

neglect  4. notice something exists or is 
happening 

medicate  5. the need to do as friends do 
 
 

B-intermediate. GRAMMAR: You are talking to a colleague about a patient with chronic back pain, and you are 
worried about her opioid prescriptions. Complete the sentences with the correct choice from the options in bold. 

1. She   (was  /  had been /  has been being)  in a motor accident nine months ago and suffered whiplash. 

2. I initially (prescribed   /   have prescribed   /   have been prescribing)   the usual oxycodone for acute pain. 

3. But she (asked / has asked / has been asking) for increasingly higher doses, up to just this morning.  

4. She says the pain disturbs her sleep. But this (was / has been / has been being) her third request in a month. 
I’m worried about addiction. 

C-advanced. MATCH THE SENTENCE PAIRS. Match the sentences in Column A with the appropriate 
ones in Column B to make logical inference or action and consequence pairs. 
 

Column A Column B 

1. Many college students use 
stimulants to help cope with exams;   ..b.. 

a. hence care should be taken by doctors in prescribing 
potentially addictive drugs, especially with repeat 
prescriptions. 

2. In the US in 2016, nearly two-thirds 
of overdose deaths involved not 
only  illicit but also approved 
opioids; 

…… 

b. so for some, the struggle with substance abuse might 
have started with peer pressure. 

3. The focus on opioid abuse has 
distracted from the reasons for 
such high demand in the first 
place: 

…… 

c. but if there is also a change in personality, aggression and 
criminal activity, drug abuse should be considered. 

4. Sudden weight changes and sleep 
disturbance are signs of many 
disorders, 

…… 
d. people self-medicate with drugs like opioids to escape 

life’s pressures, social disadvantage, or a sense of 
hopelessness. 

5. Parents with substance abuse issues 
often have problems organising 
their lives; 

…… 
e. this may lead to neglect in the home, which can expose 

vulnerable children to unhealthy and dangerous 
situations. 

  

A. overdose 2; recognise 4; peer pressure 5; neglect 1; medicate 3. B.1. was 2.prescribed 3.has been asking 4. has been 
C. 1 – b; 2 – a; 3 – d; 4 – c; 5 – e  


