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TENSE Active voice (pattern of change) Passive voice 

Present simple Penicillin treats syphilis. is/are + 3rd form main 
verb (+by/with/to/from) 

Syphilis is treated with 

penicillin. 

Present 
progressive 

Malaria is a chronic illness, 

but scientists are developing 

new treatments. 

is/are + being + 3rd form 
main verb 

Malaria is chronic, but new 
treatments are being 
developed (by scientists) 

Past simple The occupational therapist 

showed me how to arrange 

my home so ADLs are 

easier. 

was/were + 3rd form main 
verb 

I was shown (by the OT) how 

to arrange my home so ADLs 

are easier. 

Past progressive They were making a lot of 

progress. 
was/were + being + 3rd 

form main verb 

A lot of progress was being 
made (by them). 

Present perfect Surgical teams have done 
many multi-organ 
transplants.  

has/have + been + 3rd 
from main verb 

Multi-organ transplants have 
been done (by surgical 
teams). 

Past perfect People in the past had 
reported malaria cures but 
results were not real. 

had + been + 3rd form 
main verb 

Malaria cures had been 
reported in the past (by 
people) but results were not 
real. 

Future – going to The vet is going to neuter 

our dog. 
is going to be + 3rd form 

main verb 

Our dog is going to be 
neutered (by the vet.) 

Future – will Our nurse specialist will 

schedule support during 

your cancer treatment. 

will be + 3rd form main 
verb 

Support during your cancer 

treatment will be scheduled 

(by our nurse specialist.) 
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Other modals Active voice (pattern of change) Passive voice 

• can, could 

• would 

• should, 

ought to 

• may, might 

We can email your test 

results to you. 

can be + 3rd form main 

verb 

Your test results can be 
emailed to you. 

You should collect your 

refills before you run out of 

tablets, Ms. Jones.  

should be + 3rd form 

main verb 

Your refills should be 
collected before you run out 

of tablets, Ms. Jones. 

You may find more reliable 

health information at this 

website.  

may be + 3rd form main 

verb 

More reliable health 

information may be found at 

this website. 

Some conditional statements with modal verbs can also be used in the passive. 

Conditional Active (pattern of change) Passive 

modal + present 
perfect 

(to indicate 

possibility or 

probability) 

The hospital could have met 

spending targets if… 

modal + have + been + 3rd 

form main verb 

Spending targets could have 
been met if… 

We would have performed 

surgery if…. 

Surgery would have been 
performed if … 


